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Proposals on Pay Parking

1. Business Permits: These permits are too expensive at 200 euro. Business should not be discriminated against and should pay the same as residential permit holders.  The Business permit scheme should be extended to Eden Road (Davies Bros Garage – see below), Whitshed Road and Portland Road. This should ensure a full uptake on permits.  Possible increase in permits available so permits maybe bought for staff members of local businesses.  We understand requests have been made for extra permits but the requests have received no response.

2. Meters: The meter at the Mgr. Wallace memorial on La Touche Road should be removed and better signage indicating free parking in this area before 11am should be erected. Many meters are constantly out of order or don’t accept certain coins.  A mechanism should be provided by the operator to quickly repair faults and covers put on machines directing people to  the next available machine. Additional revenue from advertising on meters should be looked at.  
3. Saturdays: Parking should be free on Saturdays as the commuters are not an issue on Saturdays.  This would attract business to the town.

4. Loading Bays: These bays, although very welcome, are not being supervised properly. Time limit signs do not exist and wardens need to be more vigilant in this regard. A problem with the wardens not present at all times on the street encourages abuse in these areas.  Extra loading bays are needed:- one for shops on Hillside Road and one for shops down by the Park.  A transferable sticker should be made available for owners who use their vehicles as commercial vehicles.

5. Areas outside Zones: The Cul de Sac on Trafalgar Rd, beside car park, should be brought into the scheme. The harbour area and Cliff Road should not be in the scheme. Double yellow lines should extend west from Bellevue Road to Heathervue, as pinch points now exist here. Double yellow lines should also extend west to the top of Whitshed Road as commuters are now using this area.  The double yellow lines should be removed from outside Mooneys shop and a set down area made for customers.  There is plenty of space to facilitate this without traffic congestion.

6. Free Parking: The scheme times should be changed to 10am to 6pm and highlight free parking from 9am to 10am. The Beach car parks should have 5-hour time limits to facilitate people using the South Beach.  Parking in beach car park should be significantly cheaper.  It is a serious disincentive to tourism.

7. Signage: Notification signs on entry into the town should highlight that the scheme is in operation and where free parking exists. We should also highlight that town centre parking is available at 20 cent for 10 minutes as most people think the minimum payment is 1 euro.

8. Exemptions: Funerals/Masses in all Churches should be exempt from charges i.e. parking areas close to the Churches.  Charity gigs like “The King of Greystones” should also be exempt.
9. Prepaid Tickets:  Booklets of pre paid tickets made available to motorists.  These could be purchased in local shops and would handle the issue of motorists not having change.  This system was used in Bray and worked well.
10. Wardens: The Wardens themselves seem to give no leeway when issuing tickets. 
1. Are the wardens on commission? 
2. What is the jurisdiction of a warden? Can he issue a ticket for a car parked on a double yellow line or is this an issue for a Gardai?
3. The wardens should be encouraged to educate the motorists of the rules/laws
In addition the Chamber would like to state that it also received positive feedback from its members stating that the pay parking was welcomed as it was great to be able to get a parking space on the main street during the week.

*Davies Garage Unique position:- The Chamber proposes that the Garage should be issued with 3 commercial permits specifying  their garage plate registration no.  These could then be used on Eden Road should the commercial parking be extended to this area (see above under Business Permits)
signed by:-

___________________

Ciaran Hayden (Joint Chair)

Development Committee

Date:- _________________

