Greystones Chamber Press Release

Only 10% of Greystones Population Oppose Harbour Plans:

A number of members of Greystones Chamber and Greystones Community Group have analysed all submissions in relation to Greystones Harbour received by An Bord Pleanala. The closing date for these submissions was 29th January 2007.  The Bord received less than 3,500 this time around, much less than protest groups had expected.  The following are the factual findings of the make up of the submissions received by the Bord;

· 48.6% of submissions are from Greystones

· 7.2% of submissions are from Bray

· 7.2% of submissions are from County Wicklow, excluding Bray & Greystones.

· 32% of submissions are from the rest of the Republic of Ireland.

· 2.6% of submissions are from Europe, with 15 coming from Switzerland.

· 2% of submissions are from the Rest of the World including Malaysia, Canada, USA, New Zealand & Australia.

· 30% of submissions are from Charlesland.

· Only 10% of the  Greystones population of 17,500 made a submission,

· Many submissions were made by teenagers and children. (Greystones Chamber welcomes the youth into the debate.

· The Counties of Kilkenny, Cork, Mayo, Donegal, Westmeath & Sligo made a disproportionately high number of submissions.

· The towns of Mullingar, Swords & Raheny also had a high number of submissions.

· 3 submissions came from a school in Bray.

· 20 submissions were undeterminable, (ie) blank, no address or illegible.

Greystones Chamber is delighted that many people in Greystones now support the redevelopment of Greystones Harbour and this bears out in the findings of the submissions examined.  Chamber President, Mr Ciaran Hayden, said, Quote, “Many emails were circulating around Greystones looking for in excess of 8,000 objections.  This just didn’t materialise.  It is obvious that the people of Greystones have had a close look at the revised plans and thought them a good compromise”. Mr Hayden went on to say, “the revised plans are much more popular than the previous plans, and I now hope the Bord will make a quick decision to allow construction to start in the very near future”.
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